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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT — ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS 

374. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Regional Development:  

I ask a supplementary question. Given that the report about children being abused in Laverton sat in the 
minister’s office for four months, un-actioned, can the minister outline how many children in Laverton were 
reported abandoned, and found to have been assaulted and/or sexually abused, during that extraordinary period 
of the minister’s inaction? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

I am very happy to answer those questions, because the member’s track record on this is shocking. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Why don’t you do something and answer the question! 

The SPEAKER: Members!  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I formally call you to order for the second time today; and member for 
Victoria Park, for the first time today. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Let us look at what Regina Sullivan, a person in the Laverton community who runs the 
Wongatha Patrol, has to say. She is a fantastic Western Australian, who puts her time into picking up abandoned 
kids and drunken parents. This is what Regina Sullivan has said about some of the allegations that have been 
made. I quote from The West Australian of 7 June — 

Depending on whom you speak to, it is also either urban myth, beat-up or fact.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: This is from Regina Sullivan, the local person who does it.  

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Several members interjected. 

Dr K.D. Hames: You are trying to shout each other out! 

The SPEAKER: Minister for Health, I formally call you to order for the first time today. I suggest to members 
that the member for Rockingham has asked a question, and I am sure he is expecting an answer. He is not getting 
much of a chance to hear that answer because of interjections from people on both sides in this place.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The article continues — 

“It’s like the Loch Ness monster,” says Regina Sullivan, who patrols the town in a minibus that picks 
up abandoned children and drunken parents.  

“Someone knows someone who knows someone who supposedly saw something.” 

On the back of that report, Terry Murphy, the boss of the Department for Child Protection, has investigated these 
allegations and has not been able to substantiate them. But in light of the fact that there is concern in that 
community that there may be child neglect, and that there are anecdotes that it may be happening, this 
government has put 10 new houses into the town; we have provided $38 million for a responsible parenting 
program; and the Shires of Laverton and Ngaanyatjarraku are working together to build that facility. 

Mr M. McGowan: Answer the question! While you were sitting there doing nothing, how many kids were being 
abused? You were so neglectful! 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: We in this government, without having to see that report, had already acted to put the 
facilities and the infrastructure and the support into that community to try to address this issue, and I am very 
proud of that. 
 


